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Abstract:
Examined perceptions of problem gambling by residents in communities that have recently legalized casino gambling. 2,768 Ss (mean age 50 yrs) in 7 communities where casinos recently opened completed telephone surveys concerning the impact that casinos have had on community crime and quality of life. Results show that, of those who provided an estimate, Ss perceived that 16% of community residents were problem gamblers, a rate considerably high than estimates made by experts in the field. Ss who were younger, female, less educated, and who had a lower income tended to perceive a greater percentage of the population having gaming problems. Higher estimates of problem gambling were also associated with Ss who gambled and those who believed gambling to be immoral. Those who believed their community made the right choice in legalizing casino gambling perceived lower percentages of problem gambling. Ss who had friends or relatives with a gambling problem perceived a higher occurrence of problem gambling in their community. Findings suggest that the majority of residents believe that casinos result in a significant amount of pathological gambling in new casino jurisdictions. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2007 APA, all rights reserved)
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